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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Building for Life campaign moves to next phase 
The Center for Health Professions is rising 
rapidly on "Health Hill," with the steel frame-
work taking shape to house the majority of 
Grand Valley's health care and health science 
related disciplines. 
"Our new Center for Health Professions is a 
major commitment from the community, the 
university, and the state ensuring that we 
prepare more outstanding health professionals 
in the years to come," said President Mark A. 
Murray. "Combining modern laboratory, 
classroom and research capabilities, with 
excellent academic programs, we are ensuring 
better health care here in West Michigan and 
beyond." 
Maribeth Wardrop, vice president for 
Development, said the $57.1 million Building 
for Life Campaign has inspired commitment 
from the start, with $37 .1 million from the 
state, and more than $19.2 million in contribu-
tions from local private donors. As of April 1, 
Wardrop said there is $800,000 left to raise. 
and state. Virtual 
reality tours of the 
new fac ility will 
begin next month, 
and business and 
community leaders 
will be on campus 
to learn about the 
facility and the 
impact it will 
make on the quali-
ty of health care 
education in the 
region. 
During last fall's 
Faculty and Staff 
Campaign, all 
Grand Valley fac-
ulty and staff 
members were 
given the option to 
support the Center 
for Health 
Professions. 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
While construction continues on the Center for Health Professions, its 
Building for Life Campaign enters the next phase. Campaign organizers 
said there is about $800,000 left to raise. 
Campaign Director Karen Loth is initiating 
the next phase of the campaign, which will 
include contacting businesses, corporations, 
foundations, and individuals across the region 
Recently, Deans Phyllis Gendler, from the 
Kirkhof School of Nursing, and Douglas 
Kindschi , from Science and Mathematics, 
asked their faculty and staff to consider a gift 
towards the new facility. Loth said the invita-
tion to participate is extended again to all 
faculty and staff members. 
continued on page 2 
-------------------------•••--------------------------
Across Campus 
EPA leader applauds efforts of 
Water Resources Institute 
Christie Whitman, head of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 
applauded the efforts of Grand Valley 's Annis Water Resources Institute 
on April 2. 
Whitman visited Muskegon to unveil a new Bush administration plan 
that she said will help protect and restore the Great Lakes. 
"One example of local activities having larger results is happening at 
Grand Valley State University," Whitman said. "For a number of years, 
the EPA has been working with the Water Resources Institute there to 
support their efforts to monitor water quality and to conduct educational 
outreach programs through their research ship, the Jackson." 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
continued on page 2 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
EPA Director Christie Whitman visits the Annis Water Resources 
Institute in Muskegon. 
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Across Campus 
Provost candidates visit campus 
The three finalists for the position of provost and vice presi-
dent for Academic Affairs met with the Grand Valley com-
munity on April 1-3. From top, Walter Harris, Jr., meets Bart 
Merkle; Barbara Dixon talks with Phyllis Gendler, and Gayle 
Davis talks with Mike Woods. 
Alumni Relations names annual honorees 
Two Grand Valley alumni will be honored at the annual Distinguished 
Alumni and Outstanding Educator Dinner, scheduled for April 26, in the 
Alumni House and Visitor Center. 
Alan McEvoy, '70, will receive the Distinguished Alumnus Award. 
McEvoy is a sociology professor at Wittenberg Univers ity in Ohio. 
Throughout his career, McEvoy has focused on sociological aspects of 
behavior of American youth. 
After graduating from GVSU, McEvoy earned master's and doctorate 
degrees from Western Michigan University in 1972 and 1975. He 
recently published a book, If She Is Raped: A Guidebook For Husbands, 
Fathers and Male Friends. 
Distinguished Alumni Award winners are selected by a panel of directors 
of the Alumni Association, from a field of nominees presented by alumni , 
facu lty, staff, and friends of the university. 
Marie McKendall will receive the Outstanding Educator Award, as select-
ed by a panel of members from the GVSU Alumni Association Board of 
Directors. The management professor is a 1981 Grand Valley graduate and 
has been a facu lty member since 1988. She also serves as assistant dean of 
Academic Resources and Special Programs for General Education. 
Niemeyer award winners 
to be honored at banquet 
Faculty members Jean McFadden and Peimin Ni and three students wi ll 
receive Niemeyer Awards during Grand Valley's annual awards banquet 
on Monday, Apri l 8. 
McFadden is a professor of social work, and Ni is an associate professor 
of philosophy. Student winners are undergraduates Gail Matesich, an 
English major, and Justin Pettibone, a liberal studies major. David Cherba, 
a graduate student majoring in computer science, was also selected. 
President Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers introduced the awards last year and 
said they were established to recognize former Provost Glenn Niemeyer's 
contributions to Grand Valley. Student winners are selected from nomi-
nees who have excelled in and out of the classroom. Faculty winners, also 
chosen from nominees by deans, are honored for their excellent teaching, 
scholarship, and service. 
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FORUM 
Volume 26, Number 34 
The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submiss ion 
dead line is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-895-2221. 
Fax: 616-895-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.h tml . 
Grand Valley State University is an affirma-
tive action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley's dai ly online 
publication, on the Web at: 
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
Next phase of campaign begins 
continued from page 1 
"Every dollar makes a difference 
and together it adds up to reaching 
our goal," she said. 
To make a financial contribution, 
contact Loth at x6530 or via e-mail 
at lothk@gvsu .edu. Every tax-
deductible gift will be recognized in 
a significant alcove near the first 
floor entrance. 
"What may be most significant 
though, is the great satisfaction all 
donors can take in knowing their 
support helped to bring to fruition 
this dynamic educational center," 
Loth said. 
"With 52 percent of our graduates 
choosing to live and work in Kent, 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Susan Allaben, assistant professor of health professions, and gradu-
ate physical therapy student Randy Prince, in back, work with a 
patient at one of Grand Valley's clinics. 
Ottawa, and Muskegon counties, all West Michigan 
residents can expect to receive help when they need 
it, and most likely from Grand Valley alumni ." 
What's Ahead 
Almost 300 presentations 
scheduled for Student Scholarship Day 
Nearly 550 students are scheduled to give 265 presentations at Student 
Scholarship Day 2002, on Wednesday, April 10. 
Oral presentations will take place from 8:20-11:15 a.m. and from 
1 :20-6: 15 p.m. in classrooms on the second floor of Padnos Hall. Poster 
presentations will take place in the Henry Hall Atrium from 9-11 a.m. and 
from 2-5 p.m. There is also a musical presentation in the Cook-DeWitt 
Center at 1:20 p.m. 
Event coordinator Neal Rogness, associate professor of statistics, urged 
faculty members to consider using attendance at the event as a class 
assignment. 
All presenters and their faculty/staff sponsor have been invited to an 
appreciation luncheon in the Grand River Room of the Kirkhof Center 
from 11 :30 a.m.-1 p.m. Al Werner, associate professor of earth and envi-
ronment at Mount Holyoke College and a 1979 GVSU graduate, will give 
the keynote address, "Deciphering the Past to Understand the Future: Ice, 
Mud and Global Warming." 
A complete schedule of presentations is available at the event's Web site, 
www.gvsu.edu/ssd. A schedule also appeared in the April 4 edition of The 
Lanthorn. 
Counseling Center site for 
National Alcohol Screening Day 
The Counseling and Career Development Center will participate in 
National Alcohol Screening Day, on Thursday, April 11. 
Free and confidential screenings will be available from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. in 
room 204 of the Student Services Building. Each screening will be fol-
lowed by a consultation with one of the Counseling Center's mental 
health professionals. For more information, call the Counseling Center at 
x3266. 
Nancy Harper, director of ALERT Labs and professor of communica-
tions, will give a presentation, titled "Alcohol and GVSU," from 2-3 p.m. 
in room 104 of the Kirkhof Center, in conjunction with the screening day. 
Lecture on Muslim-Christian relations set 
Current and future interactions between two of the world's largest reli-
gions will be the focus of a lecture by John Esposito, director of the 
Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding at Georgetown University. 
The lecture, sponsored by Grand Valley's Middle East Studies Program, 
is scheduled for 1 p.m. on Thursday, April 11, at the Cook-DeWitt Center. 
It is open to the public and free. 
James Goode, coordinator of the Middle East Studies Program, said 
Muslims and Christians have interacted as individuals and civilizations 
for 14 centuries, and the nature of their relations today plays an important 
part in determining the future: whether it will involve a great clash or a 
successful dialogue between people of different beliefs. Esposito's talk 
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will focus on the nature of these relations in the 
21st century. 
A former president of the Middle East Studies 
Association of North America and a professor of 
religion and international affairs at Georgetown 
University, Esposito founded the Center for 
Muslim-Christian Understanding in 1993 to fos-
ter a better understanding of Islam and of 
Muslim-Christian relations in the West. He is 
also a consultant to the U.S. Department of 
State and to corporations, universities, and the 
media worldwide. 
John Esposito 
Researchers to focus on 'State of Africa' 
during conference 
A myriad of issues related to Africa and its culture will be discussed dur-
ing a two-day conference sponsored by the Padnos International Center 
and Grand Valley's African and African American Studies Program. 
"The State in Africa: Beyond False Starts," will run from 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
on Friday, April 12, and from 9 a.m.-12 noon on Saturday, April 13. All 
events will be in the Kirkhof Center, room 204. 
George Kieh, dean of International Education and professor of political 
science, said this week's conference is part of a larger research project that 
includes three conferences. The first was held in January in Abuja, 
Nigeria, and the third will be held in Ghana in June, when researchers will 
focus on application of themes discussed at the previous two meetings. 
"The research project is designed to examine the ways in which post-
colonial state in Africa has hindered development and democracy in the 
region," Kieh said. 
Eleven faculty members and professionals from U.S. and African univer-
sities will present papers on Africa's environment, economy, civil society, 
military, and political state. 
The conference is open to the public; Kieh said it will have particular 
appeal to those interested in foreign policy. For more information, call the 
Padnos Center at x3898. 
Padnos International Center to host 
presentation on Ghana 
The vice chancellor of the University of Cape Coast in Ghana will give a 
presentation on that country's education system during a luncheon hosted 
by the Padnos International Center. 
Emmanuel Obeng will speak from 12 noon-1:30 p.m. on Monday, 
April 15, in the Kirkhof Center, Pere Marquette Room. Lunch will be 
provided following his presentation; RSVP by calling the Padnos Center 
at x3898. 
During their visit, Obeng and other guests from Ghana will also sign a 
formal exchange agreement between the University of Cape Coast and 
Grand Valley. Traveling with the Ghana party will be Kwadwo Opoku-
Agyemang, a Fulbright scholar who taught classes at Grand Valley. 
···--------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water 
Resources Institute, received the 2002 Public 
Education/Public Participation Award from the 
Michigan Association of County Drain 
Commissioners for work with other project 
members on administrative tools and authority 
for storm water management. Steinman was 
also selected to review the EPA's Aquatic 
Stressors: Framework and Implementation 
Plan for Effects Research, a document that will 
guide the EPA on its future research agenda in 
aquatic ecosystems. 
Susan Martin, professor of accounting and 
taxation, co-authored a textbook, titled Today's 
Essentials of Governmental and Not-for-Profit 
Accounting and Reporting, published by South-
Western Thomson Leaming. 
Patricia Clark, associate professor of writing, 
won the Gwendolyn Brooks Award for a poem, 
titled "Out with the Monarch, the Vole, and the 
Toad," from the Society for the Study of 
Midwestern Literature. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF VENTS 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Mon.-Thur., April 8-11 
Gallery Hours: Student exhibit, "Public 
Edges." Art Gallery, PAC. 
Mon., April 8 
12 noon: Women's Commission focus group. 
142 KC. 
Tues., April 9 
12 noon: Campus Wellness Lecture Series. 
"Building a Better Body: How To Exercise 
Smarter Not Harder (Part 2)." 215 and 216 
KC. For information call x3659. 
3 p.m.: Women's Commission focus group. 
Holland Meijer campus. 
5 p.m.: Women's Commission focus group. 
303C DEV. 
Wed., April 10 
8:20 a.m.-6: 15 p.m.: Student Scholarship 
Day. Presentations in PAD, HRY, CDC. 
8:30 a.m.-12 noon: Van Andel Global Trade 
Center Training Program. "Global 
Logistics and Cargo Risk Management." 
Fee $75 per member, $95 per non-member. 
119E DEV. Call x6811 for reservations 
and additional information. 
4:30-8 p.m.: Regional Math and Science 
Center Workshop. "Building Confidence 
through Content in Life Science: 
Ecosystems." 225 PAD. Call x2267 for 
more information. 
Thurs., April 11 
8:30-11:30 a.m.: Regional Math and Science 
Center Workshop. Battle Creek Science 
Kits training sessions, "Senses," for 
kindergarten. 225 PAD. For information 
call x2267. 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.: National Alcohol Screening 
Day. Confidential screenings by 
Counseling and Career Development 
Center staff in room 204 STU. Call x3266 
for information. 
1 p.m.: International Studies Lecture Series. 
"Islam," presented by John Esposito, of 
Georgetown University. CDC. 
Call x3898 for information. 
4 p.m.: Campus Wellness "How To" 
Series, Golf Clinic/Scramble. The 
Meadows. To register call x3659. 
5-7 p.m. : Reception for "Public 
Edges." Art Gallery, PAC. 
7:30 p.m.: Theater Production. 
"Mother Courage and Her 
Children." LAT, PAC. For tickets 
call x2300. 
Fri., April 12 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.: Conference on the 
"State of Africa: Beyond False 
Starts," sponsored by the Padnos 
International Center and African 
and African American Studies. 
204 KC. For more information 
call x3898. 
Mother Courage (Tamira Henry), right, poses with two of 
her children, Kattrin (Carolyn Ratkowski) and Swiss Cheese 
(Matt Bryant), in a scene from 'Mother Courage and Her 
Children.' The play runs through April 13 at the PAC. Call 
x2300 for tickets. 
7:30 p.m.: Theater Production. "Mother 
Courage and Her Children." LAT, PAC. 
For tickets call x2300. 
Sat., April 13 
9 a.m.-12 noon: Conference on the "State of 
Africa: Beyond False Starts," sponsored 
by the Padnos International Center and 
African and African American Studies. 
204 KC. For more information call x3898. 
7:30 p.m.: Theater Production. "Mother 
Courage and Her Children." LAT, PAC. 
For tickets call x2300. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800 
Game times subject to change. 
Tues., April 9 
2 p.m.: Softball. Lake Superior State 
University at Grand Valley. 
Wed., April 10 
3 p.m.: Baseball at Michigan State University, 
East Lansing. 
Thurs., April 11 
3 p.m.: Men's Tennis. Ferris State University 
at Grand Valley. 
4 p.m.: Softball at Aquinas College, Grand 
Rapids. 
Fri., April 12-Sat., April 13 
All day: Men 's Golf at Ashland Invitational. 
Ashland, Ohio. 
Fri., April 12 
3 p.m.: Men 's Tennis. Michigan 
Technological University at Grand Valley. 
Sat., April 13-Sun., April 14 
All day: Women's Golf at University of 
Illinois. Champaign, IL. 
Sat., April 13 
10 a.m.: Men's Tennis. Lake Superior State 
University at Grand Valley. 
1 p.m.: Baseball. Ashland University at Grand 
Valley. 
1 p.m.: Softball. Mercyhurst College at Grand 
Valley. 
2 p.m.: Track and Field. GVSU Classic at 
Grand Valley. 
Sun., April 14 
12 noon: Baseball. Ashland University at 
Grand Valley. 
1 p.m.: Softball. Gannon University at Grand 
Valley. 
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